Civil wars vary greatly in their duration. This book argues that conflicts are longer when they involve more actors that can block agreement (veto players) and identifies specific problems that arise in multi-party bargaining. Quantitative analysis of over 200 civil wars since World War II reveals that conflicts involving more of these actors last much longer than those with fewer. Detailed comparison of negotiations in Rwanda and Burundi demonstrates that multi-party negotiations present additional barriers to peace not found in two-party conflicts. In addition, conflicts with more veto players produce more casualties, are more likely to involve genocide, and are followed by shorter periods of peace. Because they present many barriers to peace, the international community has a poor track record of resolving multi-party conflicts. David E. Cunningham shows that resolution is possible in these wars if peace processes are designed to address the barriers that emerge in multi-party conflicts.
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Cunningham, David E., 1976-Barriers to peace in civil war / David E. Cunningham. p. cm. ISBN 978-1-107-00759-8 (Hardback) 1. Peace-building. 2. Peace. 3. Civil war-Political aspects. 4. BurundiHistory 5. Rwanda-History-Civil War, 1991 -1993 . 6. Rwanda-HistoryCivil War, 1994 . 7. Burundi-History-1993 The idea for this book started in a directed reading on civil war during my third quarter of graduate school at the University of California, San Diego (UCSD). I started graduate school knowing a lot about recent civil wars but little about theoretical explanations of why these conflicts occur, why they drag on, when they end, and how they do so. I found the theoretical political science literature on conflict to be informative and compelling, but also insufficient, because many of the simplified models of conflict did not match the civil wars, such as those in Somalia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Colombia, and Burundi, that seemed hardest to resolve. As such, I wanted to work within that theoretical literature, but to push it in order to more fully match the empirical cases I knew. In particular, I was interested in abandoning the assumption that conflicts were two-party and examining how variation in the number of actors affected conflict dynamics. That desire started me on a nearly ten-year path that eventually resulted in this book.
From these beginnings, the development of this project has benefited greatly from my interactions with professors and colleagues at UCSD. I could not have asked for a better dissertation committee. Barbara Walter, who coordinated that initial directed reading and became the chair of my committee, was incredibly supportive, reading many drafts of a seminar paper, the dissertation that followed, and this book. Barbara was an ideal advisor, encouraging, constructive, very knowledgeable, and always open for a chat about theory or research design. David Lake was not my chair, but put as much time and effort into this project as if he had been, and was instrumental in the development of this book, reading many drafts and offering incredibly constructive comments. The book would not have been possible without him. I also worked closely with Kristian Skrede Gleditsch on the theoretical and empirical development of the project. Clark Gibson contributed in all areas but particularly in the preparations for fieldwork. Upon the completion of my graduate study at UCSD I had the fortunate opportunity to spend a year at the Olin Institute for Strategic Studies at Harvard University, where I wrote the first full draft of this book. Stephen Peter Rosen and Monica Toft were very supportive, and I had the opportunity to interact with other Harvard faculty, such as Robert Bates, as well. My colleagues at Olin, including Adria Lawrence, Terence Lee, and Jessica Stanton, gave valuable feedback as I rewrote the manuscript and developed what is now Chapter 6 of this book.
The final stages of writing took place at Iowa State University, where I am an assistant professor of political science, and at the Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO), where I spent a year as a guest researcher at the Centre for the Study of Civil War. At Iowa State, I have benefited from great colleagues, including Richard Mansbach, Jim McCormick, and Robert Urbatsch. At PRIO, I was fortunate to interact with a set of scholars interested in civil war that is too extensive to list individually, but I am particularly thankful to Halvard Buhaug, Scott Gates, Nils Petter Gleditsch, and Håvard Strand for making my time there enjoyable and productive.
While this book was written primarily in La Jolla, Cambridge, Ames, and Oslo, I have benefited from feedback at presentations at many conferences and universities as well as from friends. I am particularly appreciative of comments given by D. Scott Bennett, Jim Fearon, Stephen Gent, Doug Lemke, Roy Licklider, and Will Moore. Susan Hyde read a full draft of this book and gave extremely helpful comments. Irfan Nooruddin read it as well, and I thank him for that and for being the nicest person in the profession. John Haslam, my editor at Cambridge University Press, has been helpful and supportive throughout this process, and the manuscript benefited greatly from three anonymous reviews. Financial support was provided at various stages of the realization of this project by the National Science Foundation (grant number SES-0518315), the UCSD Rohr Chair of Pacific Studies, the UCSD Dean's Social Science Fund, and the Fulbright Foundation, and that support was instrumental to its development and completion.
The research and writing of this book have taken place across three continents and many time zones, involving nearly a decade of my life. 
